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point. Plymouth entrusted her mission also to
Winthrop, hoping for a confirmation of her po-
litical and religious liberties. All protested their
loyalty to the Crown, while Massachusetts, her
petition signed by the stiff-necked Endecott,
prostrated herself at the royal feet, craving pardon
for her boldness, and subscribing herself "Your
Majesties most humble subjects and suppliants."
Did Endecott remember, we wonder, a certain
incident connected with the royal ensign at Salem?
Against the lesser colonies no complaints were
presented, except in the case of New Haven,
which was charged by the inhabitants of Shelter
Island with usurpation of their goods and terri-
tory; but for Massachusetts the restoration of
the Stuarts opened a veritable Pandora's box of
troubles. In "divers complaints, petitions, and
other informations concerning New England,"
she was accused of overbearance and oppression,
of seizing the territory of New Hampshire and
Maine, of denying the rights of Englishmen to
Anglicans and non-freemen of the colony, and of
persecuting the Quakers and others of religious
views different from her own. She was declared
to be seeking independence of Crown and Parlia-
ment by forbidding appeals to England, refusing